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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COWMITTEES.

Mry. SPEAKER: I desire to inform the
a-louse that I have appointed as temporary
Chairmen of Committees the member for
Menzies (Mr. Panton), the member for Gas-
coyne (Mir, Angelo), "and the member for
Coolgardic (MAr. Lamibert).

QUESTION-INSURANC}U.

Tenders, Government Property.

Mr. TEE SDALE asked the Premier: 1,
Is it a fact that a tender was received from
the insurance companies for the insurance
of Government property which, in the ag-
gregate over all] buildings, was substantially
lower than that accepted? 2, If so, how
much lower?

The PREMIER replied: (1 and 2). A
quote was received from the Underwriters'
Association on behalf oif the Companies,
which though lower in price, embodied the
condition of secrecy; was subject to other
stipuilated conditions; and was not avail-
able for the b enefit of the public in the same
manner as Lloyds. After an exhaustive re-
view of the offer, the conditions, and con-
sideration of past settlements, a c ommittee
of experienced officers from practically all
departmenits concerned, uina nimously and
strongly recommended Lloyd's offer, which
was accepted.

QUESTION-TRAFFIC FEES.

Mr. MfarCALLUMF SMITH asked the
Mtinister for Works: 1, What were the total
aniounts colleeted for traffic fees during the
years ended 30th June, 1924-1925 and 19322-

26q 2, What was the cost of collection each
year? 3, What amounts from these fees
were allocated to the various road boards
and municipalities in those years?

The MINiSTE R FOR WORKS replied:
1, The year 1924-25, £38,785 16s. 3d.; the
year 1025-26, £68,920 1s. 10d. 2, After the
Traffic Act was passed in 1919 it was esti-
mated that within the metropolitan area the
cost of collcction and other work incidental
thereto, and without consideration to the
cost of lpolice on point duty, would be 10
per cent. The amount actually paid on this
account in 1924-25 was C,591 1913. 5m,
and in 1925-26 £6,406 2s 5d. 3, See state-
ment attached.

QUESTION-PERTH HOSPITAL.

Mr. SAMRPSON asked Ron. J. Cunning-
hami (Honorary Minister): 1. Did he, re-
presenting the Minister for Public Health,
appr~ove of the plans and location of the
small brick building at present being erected
between the administrative block and the
wards at the Perth Hospital? 2, In view of
the congestion at the hospital, was considera.-
tion given to the erection of a more coinmo-
dious building? 3, Seeing that on the east-
ern boundary there is a space of 10 to 20
feet, why was the building erected in such
close proximity to the kitchen, not more
than nine feet distant? 4, As the object of the
building is to provide, on the ground floor,
a dining room for orderlies and, on the first
floor, a casualty ward, will hie advise whether
there is sufficient room for the two pur-
poses, and what number of beds can be ae-
comniodated? 5, In view of the urgent need
and growing demand for a casualty block in
our principal' hospital, is the new construc-
dion considered sufficient for the purpose,
and, if not, what steps does he propose to
take to improve the position?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM replied: 1, The
Minkter did approve in general terms
of this proposal. 2, No; -what is beingy
done ill meet the necds of the situation for
some years. 3 and 4, The building as first
proposed was to he a one-storey block con-
taining a dining-room for orderl ies, and such
should be close to the kitchen. As an after-
thought a second storcy has been added, not
to act as a casualty block, but to provide
(a) some waiting space for male visitors to,
casualty and outpatient departments; (b)
four beds for eases needing& only temporary
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admission, or observation for a few hours
before transfer to one of the wards (e.g.,
ale"Iioiic cities). 3, No action is proposed in
the direction of a comprehensive casualty
Ibiock. This N"ill be needed later, but not for
a tecv years yet.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
1, Guardianship of Infants.

2, Married Women's Protection Act
Amendment.

Transmitted to the Council.

BTLL-JUSTICES ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willcock-Geraldton) [4.42] in mov-
ing- tho second reading said: The principal
object of this measure is similar to that of
the 'Married Women's Protection Act Amend-
ment Bill, which was dealt with last night.
1 do not wvish to go over the ground covered
by the memiber for Perth (Mfr. Mlann) in
moving that Bill. On the present measure
it is sufficienit for mue to say that its intro-
duction is due to the fact that the Full Court
has held that only one instalment of arrears
of maintenance can be suied for at one time.
The Bill proposes to give power to sue for
a series of instalments, covering a period of
at least six months.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Will it he neces-
sary to issue a number of summonses?

The -MINISTER FORl JUSTICE: No.
An order for maintenance may have been
issued against a tian who is out in the hush,
and he mar have got inko arrears. It has
been held by' the Full Court that the 'man
can be summoned for only one instalment,
and that thereupon he must be summoned
again for another instalment, and so forth.
It was never intended that that should he
so tinder either the Juetices Act, the Married
Women's Protection Act the Guardian-
ship of TIfants Act or any other Act.
The Bill which has just been read a third
time remedied the defect as regards the
former Act, and this measure is intended to
remedy it in the Guardianship of Infants
Act and other Acts. Advantage is being
taken of the present opportunity to
improve this latter Act in one or two
other respects. The amendments are
set out in the Bill, and can be dis-

cussed fully in Committee. One of them
deals with the appointment of justices of
the peace. Under the Road Districts Act
and the Municipal Corporations Act the
chairmen of road boards, mayors of muni-
eipalities, are ex officio justices of the
peace for their magisterial districts. If the
Road Districts Act Amendment Bill to be
introduced be agreed to, the same thing wvill
applyV to the ])residents of the district coun-
Oi that wvill be set tip.

I-lois. G. Tay' lor: While such men are
members of hoards?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No,
wvhile they are chairmen, mnayors or presi-
dents. Unider cxi~ting_ conditions, difficulties
have arisen becauge depositions and docu-
ments have been received from time to time,
purporting to have been signed by ' ustices
of the peace. The documents have been sent
down, in order that the names of the jus-
flees of the peace may he verified and when
the rolls have been examined, it has been
found that the names have not appeared
thereon.

Hon. CT. Taylor: Had those men ever been
on the roll of jnsticesl of the peace!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTWEF: No.
Mr. Srampson: Is there such a rol!

The MTNTSTFJR FOX JUSTICE: Yes.
Every person who is appointed a justice of
the peace in the ordinary war has his or her
name enrolled, bat no record i kept on that
roll of persons who are ex officio Justices of
the peace because, of their positions as chair-
men of road boards, or niavors of rmilnii-
pailitics. Thus it is that when verification is
sought. there is no means of showvina that
those persons are justices of the peace.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They should
take the oath the same as anyone elseap-
pointed to act as a justice of the peace.

The 2LINTSTER FOR JrUSTTCE: It is
not merely' a matter of taking an oath, but
rather of verification regardingr the right of
thoe individuals to signi docuiments as Jus-
tices of the peace.

Mr. Thomson: The difficulty sought to be
overcome is the inconvenience experienced bv
people whose documents have been signed.

The MThTISTER FOR TUSTICE: That
is larmelyv so. Should the signatures of per-
sons holding the appointment of justices of
the peace ex officio be challenged, the doe,,-
ments are sent to Perth for the purpose of
ascertaining whether the names challenged
are those of persons whose names appear on
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the roll off justices of the peace. If the
names do not appear on that roll, inquiries
have to be made at the- Public Works De-
partment to ascertain whether in fact the
persons concerned aire chairmen of road
boards or mayors of munici pali ties, so that
the necessary verification can he obtained.
To overcome this difficulty an amiendment is
included in the Bill to provide that the names
of all ex oiiicio justices of the peace shall
be included on the roll, so as to enable yeni-
llcation to be obtained easily. Provision is
also made for the removal of the names of
such individuals when they cease to be chair-
men or mayors.

Mir. Teedale: Can the em officio justices
sit on the bench?

The MINISTER FOR J-USTICE- 'Yes.
Hon. 0. Taylor: For their respective

magisterial districts.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That

is so.
Mr, Sampson: When you referred to muni-

cipal district councils, what did you mean?
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE : Last

year the Minister for Works introduced the
Road Districts Act Amendment Bill that was
not passed. TUnder that measure provision
was made for designating local governing
bodies as district councils. A similar Bill
appears on the Notice Paper this session,
and it was not known whether that measure
would be introduced before the one I am
now moving.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We can post-
pone the consideration of this Bill.

The MINSTER FOR JUSTICE: It will
not make any difference. The chairmen of the
local governing bodies, whatever they may be
designated in future, will be ex officio
justices of the peace. Instances have been
known of men becoming justice of the
peace ex officio because of their appoint-
ment as chairmen of road hoards or mayors
of municipalities and continuing to act as
justices of the peace, notwithistanding the
fart that with their retirement from the
lpos;ition of chairman or mayor. their right
lo do so had expired. Some of them have
atrted uinder the impression that they still
retained the right to act as justices of the
peace.

Mr. Sampson :It is hard to shed the
Y, antle of autihority,

Tfli 3ITYIS'TTER FOR JUSTTCi : They
acepd under a misapprehension that was
likely to arise in suc(h circumstances. In

future the roll of justices of the peace will
be kept upj to date and each person eon-
cerned will know exactly where he stands.
lIn addition to that, chairmen of road boards
will be informued that their names bare
been enrolled as justices of the peace.

ijonr. G1. Taylor: Will they be notified that
their names~ have been removed when they
cease to occupy the position of chairman ?

T[he M1INISTER FOR JUSTICE : Yes,
that is the wain feature of this provisioni.

Mr. Teerdale: Will those pers ons have
to take the utsual oath"7

The 31INISTER FOR JUSTICE : They
lake the oath when they assuame their pozi-
heons as m~ayors or chairmen and that makes
then) ex oiiicio. justices of the peace.

Air. Sampson : But there is no provision
for swearing- in the chairman of a road
board.

The -MINISTER FOR JU'STICE,': No, but
a mayor has to be sworn in.

Mr1. Teesdale: Their work as juistices of
the peace is mnore serious than that con-
nected with their road board affairs.

The MINTSTER FOR LU STICE: But all
chairmen are ,jLlStiCeS Of the pecRe.

Air. Teesdalhe: Surely all those people
should not be entitled to sit on the bench?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
Air. Teesdale: Some have not done so.
Air. Sampson: They would have to be

sworn in.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes, be-
fore they could act on the bench.

AMr. Sampson: I would remind you again
that chairmen of road boards are not sworn
in.

The M1INISTER FOR JIUSTICE : Well,
we will make provision for overcoming that
])osition. The present Act is very lax and
we desire to improve it considerably. The
reason why this; provision is sought to be
in-cluded in the Justices Act is that we con-
sider that to he the proper way to deal with
all matters regarding justices of the peace,
thus including in one Act all such provi-
sions. We shall thus avoid having various
provisions rclatinpr to justfices scattered
throuigh separate Arts. We want every-
thing regarding justices of the peace dealt
with in the Justices Act. Another provi-
sion that is included refers to the power to
be taken to prevent a chairman of a road
board from becoming a justice of the peace.
'While an individual mlay be emineutly suit-
able as; a chaiirmaon of a road hoard, he may
riot hrv suii nl'le is vJ11stice of thepc re
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.%Jr. Nlaley: A cliairnman of a road board
acts as a justice of the peace in eveny sense
of the word.

The 3.IINISTEW FOR JUSTICE:. Yes,
2 ]Jr. M1ale v: I know of instances of such

chairmen sitting on the bench.

211r. Sampson: But they have never been
sworn in.

'Mr. Teesdale- And they should he.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If we

Fare power to create justices of the peace,
we should have power to remove them 'although that power may not have to beused at all, I will not mention any
names, hut I can recall one instance of
an individual who was entirely unsuitable
as a justice of the peace, although he was
the chairman of a road board, Hon. mesa-
hers will agree that when it comes to the
right to participate in the. administratLion
of justice, there should be power to re-
move an individual who was unsuitable for
shat responsible task.

Mr. Teesdale: That is a very wise pro-
Vision.

The MINISTER FOR, JUSTICE: Another
provision of the Bill relates to the estreat-
ing of money in connection with recognis-
ances. If any lion. member enters into a
surety for the appearance of some person
at a certain place, and thinks that the in-
dividual concerned will not enter an ap-
pearance, that hon. member has power
to cancel the bond. On the other hand
there is no power for the Crown to
take similar action tinder the law as it ex-
ists to-day. The Bill seeks to remedy that
eefect.

lIon. Sir Jlames 'Mitchell: We will agree
to that.

The INISTER FOR JUSTICE: This is
one of those matters that come to our know-
ledge only when le- al points are argued in
court. Arising out of such an instance we
found that the Crown has not the power to
cancel such a holid. Obviously that power
should be provided. It is also intended to
take that powyer where a similar provision
is necessary under other Acts. M1ost of
the matters dealt with in the Bill can be
,'onsidered better when in Committee and I
will not discuss them further at this stage.
T moe-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell
debate adjoarued.

BILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT,
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Lu-v iii the Chair; the 'Minister for Works
in charwe of the Bill.

The CHAIRMJAN: - When progress was
reported, Clause 9 was uinder discussion.

Mr. SAMPSON: The new subsection pro-
posed to he added to Section 14 of the k-et
sets out that if in the opinion of the local
authority any motor vehicle for which a
lieensec to carry passengers is held, is 'so out
of repair as to be unfit for use on a road,
-the local authority may, by complaint or
summons in a court of summary jurisdic-
tion, require the licensee to show cause why
his license should not be cancelled. It is
also provided that the court may cancel
the license or suspend it until the vehicle is
repaired to the satisfaction of the court.
That will take some time and I presume no
local authority would take action unless
,here was ample justification. The clause is
such a good one in the interests of the
public that I think it may be adversely
aiffected by insisting that the local authority
must take action through a court of sum-
mary jurisdiction.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The ob-
ject is that the decision' shall rest with the
court. In some States the traffic inspectors
have the right to put vehicles off the road
if they think the vehicles are unft for use in
public. Such vehicles cannot go on the roads
again until the traffic inspectors grant per-
mission. I thought that was going too far,
and so I have provided that it is to he done
by a court.. The Crown Law Department
assures me that no delay will be involved,
because it will be possible to get a magis-
trate to hear these cases on any morning in
the week.

Mr. Davy: That is so, any morning, in-
cluding Saturday.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course, if the traffic inspector thought a
vehicle was quite unfit, he wouild immediately
call upon the owner to appear before the
court next morning.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 10-Amendment of Section 18:

'Mr. THOMSON: The clause proposes to
delete paragraph (c) of Section IS. That
paragraph provides for the transfer of a
license when a vehicle is sold. Am I to
understand that if we pass this elanse a new
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license will have to be taken out by the pur-
chaser of a vehicle already licensed and
whose period of license is still unexpired?

The Mlinister for Works: These sections
in the Act were inserted merely to carry
over the broken period when the Act was
brought into force. The Grown Law De-
partment advises that they are no longer
required.

}%h. THOMSON: Then there must be else-
where power to transfer the license in the

event of a vehicle changing hands.
The Minister for Works: Yes.
lion.. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This

clause does not apply exclusively to licenses
existing when the Act came into force; it
means that when a licensed vehicle is sold
it will have to be immediately re-licensed
To-day the license can be transferred.

The Minister for Works: Yes, the license
goes with the vehicle.

Eton. Sir JA'MES MITCHELL: But will
not the clause alter that?

The Minister for Works: No.
MNr. Davy: These sections were put in'

merely to carry over the broken period at
the passingm of the Act?

The Minister for Works: That is so. They
were operative only when the Act camne into
force.

Hion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Well,
why not take themn all out? If power to
transfer the license is contained somewhere
else in the Act, of enurse it is all righL.

Mr. Thomson: I have looked for it, hut
cannot find it. Can the Minister tell us in
which section it is?

The Minister for Works: Not offhand, but
I can assure you it is there.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Thme
M1inister for Justice ought to be able to tell
us where the power is given for the transfer
of licenses. Tf the Minister for Works finds
that no such power is contained in the Act,
will he agree to recommit the clause?

The "MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, I
will agree to that. There is no intention to
impose two licenses for one vehicle in one
year. These two sections were inserted
merely to carry over the period when first
the Act came into force. There is no longer
any use for them. If a vehicle he sold, the
license goes with it. If no provision is made
for that, we can recommit the clause.

Clause put and passed.

Clause I1-a'rce8d to.

Clause 12-Amendmlent of Section- 20:

Mr. DAVY: Thids amendment, although
it looks innocent enough, is extremely dras-
tic. -Under Section 20 the Minister may ap-
point any person, to be an inspector of any
Government road or of roads not within the
district of any local authority. That is all
right, so far as it goes. But by the amend-
ment the Mlinister proposes to take power
to appoint an inspector with authority over
all roads in Western Australia and to per-
for-m any duties assigned to him by the
Minister. I do not know why the Minister
should be empowered to app oint au. in-
spector to do anything- he likes in respect
of any road in the State. I should like to
hear the Minister justify that proposal.

The MiNI1STER FOR WVORKS: The in-
tention is to give the Minister power to ap-
point inslpectors, mainly for those roads
through the group settlements that have been
built with State money but subsequently
shockingly neglected. The local authorities
have not attended to themp, and when they
are asked to apL)oint inspectors to look after
the roads they say they have not the funds
to finance inspectors, and that the only way
it can be done is for the Government to do
it. The way we are doing it now is by ap-
pointing as inspectors our own engineers
down there. Although those roads are not
(GIovernment roadls, th ey have been built wvith
Government money and they are within the
districts of respective local authorities.
Having. spent State money on them we do
not want to see them knocked to pieces by
heavy winter traffic while they are still wet
and green. 'No Minister would lie foolish
enough to appoint inspectors for, say, the
city or for districts of local authorities that
cani look after their own roads.

Hon. Sir James M[itchiell : You cannot
answer for succeeding Ministers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 'No Min-
ister -would want to appoint an inspector
for the district of any local authority that
c-an do its own inspection. Only when it is
Found that roads on which State funds
have been expended are being neglected, will
a Minister step in to app~oint inspectors to
look after those r:oads. Without that power
we are in a hopeless position. The Leader
of the Opposition had the same experience,
for his Government spent many thousands
Of pouands on roatds in the group settlements,
anti after the first heavy timber was carted
over them in the wet season, those roads
were rendered practically useless. I tray-
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diled over a road in the Mqrgaret River dis-
trict on which £:4,000 had been spent that
year. We were Djogged three times within
a mile as the result of heavy traffic having
been over that re-ad whilst it was still green
and wet, We are now assisting the local
authorities down there by appointing our
Own engineers as inspectors. I do not think
that a law cuid be framned to operate in
group districts and not in municipal ities.

Mr. Teesdale: You won~d not want to do
it unless you were compilled to do so.

The MIN\ISTER FOR WORKS: That is
so. There must be some inspection to ensure
that the expenditure on roads is not wasted.
When we complained to the local authorities
of the damage dlone to tbe roads, one of the
points they took was that they received no
rates from the s-roups.

Hion. Sir James Mitchell: We understand
the position quite well.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
groups are exemapt from rates for a period
of five years. It is shocking, that the State's
funds should ie squandered as they have
been.

Mr. Teesdale: The scandalous state of the
roads is the casc of much dissatisfaction
down there.

The MIUNI STER FOR WORKS: Yes,
arid we want to find a remnedy for it. No
Minister would be likely' to appoint an in-
spector for Perth or Fremantle.

Mr. Davy: I have the neepest distrust of
all Ministers.

'rhe MINISTER FOR WVORKS: That is
because the bon. mnember has had experience
of only one "Minister. Wh'lircver possible the
Minister would push the duty on to the local
authorities, because he would not wish to
undertake the expense or responsibility of
inspection if lie could get the local authori-
ties to do it.

Hon. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: The
Mlinister oughlt to have adequate power to
protect tlie expenditure on roads. Damage
is beingr done to the roads not only in group
areas hut in every distridt in the State.
Roads within 30 miles of Perth constructed
last year have been damaged by the heavy
loads carried over them. Instead of the
Minister taking all these small powers T hope
he will take, for a time at least, power to
regulate the traffic by some authority. It
is ridiculous to expect new roads in the
South-West, where the rainfall reaches 50
inches, to carry heavy traffic, and the Mini-

ister should be able to close roads against
heavy traffic that destroys them. We know
that six or seven-ton lorries are too heavy
for most of our roads in the winter months,

The Minister for Works: I baie an appli-
cation now to license a 16 -ton vehicle.

Hon. Sir JAMES MIJUHELL: There is
no such thing as a good road in the State.
We have spent half a million of money in
the last two years, and I do not know what
we have got for it. Once a road has been
broken uip, it is a bad road. I have never
seen anything like the road between Woor-
oloo and Baker's Hill.

Mr. Davy: You should look at the road
between Pin jarra and Harvey.

Mir. Teesdale: Or go -up to the East Kimn-
berleys.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What
should be a very good summer road has
been constructed from Chidlow's Well station
to the York-road. The Minister must real-
ise that we shall have to spend a lot of
money-Federal as well as State-in the
next ten years, about £6,000,000 in all, bat if
the work is to be destroyed at once, what
is the use of spending it? We shall have
to pay interest on the money, and we shall
have very little value for it unless the Gov-
ernment take extra power to control. the
traflie. The motor vehicles have come and
most be catered for,' but we cannot cater
ror the very heavy vehicles. I urge the
Minister to try for a year, appointing, say,
the two engineer members of the Main Roads
Board to aet with the local authorities and
determine just what weight may be carried
over roads. If that -were done, we should
have a chance to keep the roads in rea son-
able order.

The Minister for Works:. I have an
amendment on the Notice Paper.

Hlon. Sir JAMES MI fTCHELL: Some of
the lorries on the roads represent the life
savings of their owners, and it would he
better for the Government to buy such
vehicles and compensate the owners rather
than permit them to go on damaging the
roads. If the roads are to be cut up as
fast as the money is spent on them, it is
only waste. I cannot see how some of the
lorry owners make any money out of their
transport work. Apart from that, we are
endeavou ring to maintain roads side by side
with railways. Our roads will not be im-
proved by the expenditure of the £0;000,000
unless we take power to protect them.
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The Premier: I do not think we should
spend another pound on roads unless we
take power to protect them.

I-on. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: .1I agree.
It is not good for the State that the roads
within a hundred miles of the metropolitan
area should he in such a shocking condition.
What the Minister has said about the group
roads is correct. The road boards cannot be
expected to maintain the roads, and we do
not want them to do so. Let the Minister
take all the power he requires over the roads
while they are maintained by the Govern-
went, ad members on this side of the House
will support him. It is our duty to do that.
But when it comes to giving powver to be ex-
ercised, not only by the present Minister,
but by M~inisters for all time, it is another
matter. We should not take from the power
exercised by road boards-we object to the
Federal Government taking power from us.
I believe rather in extending the power of
road boards. We should be careful not to
give the Minister this fasting authority to
supersede road boards in the duty of in-
specting roads. It will mean a policing of
the roads and the giving of authority to
some one to prosecute people who trans-
gress the law. It should be a simple matter
to provide what is necessary without pas-
sing a clause that goes so far as this one
does. Will the Minister consider the idea of
taking some such powers as I have sug-
gested?7

The Minister for Works: See the amend-
ment on the Notice Paper.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If he
does that, lie will not want the power sought
under this clause.

The Premier: We must have someone to
see that the authority to be exercised is car-
ried out. If the Main Roads Board prescribe
the weight permitted on a road, there must
be someone to see that it is observed.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister should be able to give power to the
police, or to anyone else he thinks fit to ap-
point, to see that the regulations are car-
ried out. I amr concerned to have the roads
protected, and anythingr we can do to help
the Minister will be done, but we ought to be
a little jealous of the authority we have al-
ready conferred on road boards, and should
not unnecessarily take it from them. I should
like the Minister to provide for control in
a more definite fashion, so that it may be
clearly understood by the public that this
power will be exercised. It is necessary to

prevent further investment in motor vehicles
for use on roads unfit to carry them, parti-
cularly in the winter time.

Mr. Sampson: There is power to make
a manl who breaks a road repair it.

lon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Who can
say wvho breaks it?

The Minister for Works: I want power
to have inspectors to see to that.

Hoan. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister can only police a road; he cannot have
every vehicle followed. The Minister does
not want to over-ride road boards in any
way.

The Premier: But how can you frame a
clause to give the Minister the necessary
power and yet not over-ride the road
boards? My Attorney-General cannot do
it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We want
to do our best. I am not fond of giving
the Minister an extension of power because
it is not always used wisely, rightly or
well, but I am willing to give him any power
necessary to protect the roads. Apparently
the Minister will not take such power.

The Minister for Works; Wait and see.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The road

boards spent a good deal of money on roads
in the Margaret River areas before the Gov-
ernment strengthened and improved them.
During the last five years considerable sums
have been spent on roads in the South-West,
and large sums will have to be spent in
future. If the roads are to be of any use,
they must be protected, but the Minister
should not ask for unnecessary control over
the local authorities.

Mr. THOMSON: The object of seeking
this power is to cover instances where the
local authority cannot carry out tile work.
I do not like power being given to the Min-
ister to appoint inspectors in this way. It
may lead to a conflict of authority. Sec-
tion 20 might he altered to read that the
Minister may appoint any person to be an
inspector who shall, except on any road con-
structed by public funds to which his ap-
pointment extends. have such powers to per-
form such duties as a inspector as the
Minister from time to time may direct.

The Minister for Works: We are merely
asking that tihe roads shall be policed. The
clause is not asking for any power beyond
that.

The Minister for Railways: We want to
see that people do not knock the roads to
pieces.
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Mr. THOMSON: The Minister seem to
be overriding the local authorities. I do not
know whether the Road Boards Association
ba ag-reed tS; this clause.

The MI1NIISTER FOR WORKS: There
should he no clash of authority. We do not
desire to interfere with the roads, only to
appoint inspectors to see that they are not
knocked about or used for heavy traffic, pro-
hibitinsz which the local authority has al-
ready passed a by-law. The road boards are
not able to carry out their by-law in this
direction, and[ have asked the Government
to give them the necessary power. It is
desired that the inspectors sh ould work in
with the local authorities. Public funds
will be mixed up in practically all develop-
meat road, mcain roads and group roads. We
have been holding in hand money for the
maintenance of these roads for the first
year. The cost has been heavy, because of
the lack of policing. We want to see that
the by-laws passed by the road boards are
observed. The present power applies only
to Government roads, of which, I believe,
there is but one, that from Busselton to the
Caves.

Hon. Sir James M.Nitchell: We want road
board roads.

f he MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Main Roads Board will be operating from
one end of the State to the other, spending
State funds on these roads. They must see
that good value is obtained for the outlay.
The Augusta Board, with its huge district,
would have no hope of policing all the roads
around the groups within its area. We have
Government officials all over the place. We
could appoint a group foreman, at school
teacher or an engineer as an inspector to see
that the local by-laws are carried out. One
inspector may be appointed to administer
the heavy traffic regulations. The Minister
can confin e the responsibility of the official
to a particular road and to certain functions
in connection, with that road. If an engineer
were appointed he could be given wider
powers than would be given to a group fore-
man. Everything would depend on the
nature of the case, and the class of road to
be dealt with.

Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: Will you under-
take to say that power will be -iven only in
cases where you are spending State money?

Th' MrTNTSTFR FOR WORKS: No Mfin-
ister would appoint inspector% when he was
assured that the local authorities would do
the work. When T see that an inspector is

warnted, I will take up the matter withi the
locai autho0rity, and endeavour to press It to
do the work. if it is nut in a position to do
.o, 1 Will Lake the re~ponsibility. I do not
wish tue work to be neglected.

Air. SAMWSuN-\: is will be the duty of
the inspectors to take such action as may be
necessary to close roads against traffic.

The -Iinister ior Works: That may be so,
but I would not give authority to many in-
spectors to close roads.

Mr. SAiMI'SON : They may recommend
the closing- of roads dutring the wet season,
or thhM there should be some supervision over
the traffic that is destroying a road. The
Minister should be given every power nece-
sary to protect the roads. This can only be
done through the agency of inspectors. They
will be honorary officials, _L presume, and if
they carry out their duties they must save
many thousands of pounds of State money.

Mr. THOMSON: We have had a satis-
factory assurance from the Minister, hut I
always like to see these assurances embodied
in the Bill. Will the local authorities be
responsible f or any expense incurred by
what might be termed the indiscretions of
an inspector?)

The Minister for Works: Appointed by
the Mlinister? No.

Mr. THOM1SON : The position then
should be made clear.

Hon. Sir JAIMES MITCHELL : The
Minister wants extraordinary power while
the roads are being constructed and whilst
they are being maintained by the Govern-
meat during the first year. The Minister
must band over the roads in good condition.
I do not know why we cannot have another
provision dealing specially with this, seeing
that we are spending six millions, which is
a very big amount. There certainly should
be special provision to override all others
and to give the necessary power to the Min-
ister. I want him to have more power than
he seems to be taking in many directions.
However, I am not offering any opposition
to the clause because the Minister assures
uis that it will apply only to those roads for
which the Government are taking responsi-
bilitv, and the Minister will not exercise
powers beyond that. Where we are spend-
ine money, or have spent it, the inspector
will see to it that the regulations are pro-
perly observed in respect of roads for which
the Government arc responsible.

The Mlinister Works: I will look into the
matter.
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M r. THOMSON: I hope theliMinister will
not insist on repealing the paragraph re-
ferred to in' the clause. In road board dis-
tricts there are large areas, and any man
who is appointed inspector should he able
to grant licenses. If the amendment is made
we shall debar an inspector, appointed by a
local authority, from issuing licenses for
vehiclcs. It looks as if we were going to
vest in the Police Department the power to
issue all the licenses. The proposal will in'-
fliet a hardship upon road boards. An in-
spector who may be sent out on a visit of
inspection should have the power to rant
a license.

The MI.NISTER FOR WORKS: The
position as it has bcen put to me is that
once we start to put in definitions, we start
to limit. If we sot out that the local au-
thorities shall issue &. license and that an in-
spector may issue a license, that will restrict
us to the local authority and to the local in-
spctor. With the section out, the local
authorities may authorise any or all of their
officers to issue licenses. Inspectors, town
clerk-s, secretaries, in fact all officers, will
be able to issue licenses on behalf of the
authorities by whom they are employed.
Probably quite a number 'of the inspectors
apipointed by the Minister would not be
empowered to issue licenses, as this might
not be desirable in every case. With the
deletion sliggested, it will he possible for
-n, officer or member of a local governing
bopdy to be empowered to issue licenses.

Clause put and paszsed.

Clause 13-Amendment of Section 21:
Mr. CLYDESDALE: I' move an amend-

iii en
That in line 3 "nineteen" be struck Gut,

and ''eighteen"' inserted in lieu.
The Minister for Works seems to be afraid
that the lad of eighteen will drive too fast,
lbut that is not my experience. In any cas-,
the lad of 18 will drive whether the Min-
ister desires it or not, motoring has become
so popular. In the maeter of dnivmng, a man
is at his best between the ages of 18 and
25. The two essentials of good driving are
judgment and nerve. Without nerve, how%-
ever, thre very bes~t of judgment is useless.
Mfen of 35 who have lost their nerve do not
drive as well as boys of 18. T he clause a,
it stands would inflict hardshiip on families
who depend on the youth of 18 to earn a
living by motor driving. Again, a youth of
IS on a farm should not be debarred front
taking produce into the station and bring-

ing ut requirements by motor. It may be
.irgued that accidents will lie more frequent
with drivers between 18 and 19 years of
age, hut mny study of the* reports ot
accidents in the Press has not led me to
that conclusion.

Mr. CORi 3OY: I support the amendment
of the member for Canniing, and I only
regret that lie has fixed the age at 18, which,
I consider too high. M3.ost of the accidents
occurring in thie case of youthful drivers
arc the results of irresponsible joy-riders
handling stolen ears. Mlany of the motors
imported into this State are assembled on
thie Fremantle wvharf, and thani are driven
to the Perth show rooms by boys under the
age of 18.

flon. G, Taylor: Those boys must have
dirivers' licenses.

The Minister for Wfrks: I see ais many
of those ears come up fro&: Fremantle to
Perth as any other man, and I say the case
is uot as the member for Yilgarn states.

Mr. CORBOY: In the Perth garagves many
lads under 19 are employed, and often they
arc better drivers than men in) their twen-
ties who hold licenses, These youths should
r2ot lie debarred from earning their liveli-
hood. Perhaps the Minister would make
an exception in favour of lads working in
the motor industry. Just recently the Min-
ister for Mines made a trip of over 100
mriles throug' h my electorate sitting along-
side a boy driver of less then 16, and nt
the conclusion of the trip the Minister corn-

h.imerted the fatficr of the boy on his son's
~pedid driving. I have held a driver's

license for a good many years, and my ex-
lierience has shown me that an accident is
pist as likely with a mnan of 30 driving as
with a youth of 18. Ag e is no criterion of
vbility. Apparently the Minister seeks lo
itroduce the principle of seniority into

motor driving, and we know what seniority
reeds elsewhere. Let the Mlinister make

thec tests as severe as he likes, within
reason; but anyone aged 18 who can pass
the tests should be granted a license.

Alr. STUBBS: I support the amendment,
hut not on the same grounds as the previous
Speaker. Lads in the country are more
'fnature for their age than city lads. I have
seen country boy' s of 16 do work which
could not be buttered by any man in this
Chamber. T hive seen country boys drive
six and eight horses as capably as the most
competent driver that ever held reins.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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Mr. SAMUPSON: I join with the member
for Canning in protesting against any in-
crease in the age at which a person may
secure a license to drive a motor car. Al-
though 1 think 18 should be the age, we
should remember that the matter is in tbe
hands of the traffic inspector. Age cannot
possibly be the deciding factor when
licenses are being issued. It does not matter
how strict the examination or test to which
ain applicant for a license must submit, he-
cause the test is the first essential. I hope
the MBinister will withdraw his proposal,
otherwise members should defeat it.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope the amendment
will not be agreed to. Possibly a variation
might he made regarding the age of a per-
s-on eligible for a driver's Iiccnse, where
country drivers are concerned. The whole
question of the driving of motor vehicles
mnust be taken in hand seriously, for the
promiscuous way in which persons are now
chicl to secure a license after receiving n
few lessons for a fee of £3 Ss. is quite
wrong. A round should be set aside
where boys and girls, men and women
should he properly trained regarding the
mechanism and proper control and driving
of motor cars.

Mr. M1arshall: There are schools for that
purpose.

Mr. LAMBIERT : I am fully aware of
that, but the State should concern itself
regarding this question.

Mr. ClydesdAle : You got your liconie
under the conditions you condemn!

.Mr. Sampson: But the control was very
casuial in those days.

Mr. LA%'dBERT: The Police Department
have built ILI a very efficient traffic branch,
but the Mfinis-ter should see that people who
are granted d-river's licenses are also
elficient. The Minister would be ill-advised
if hie a--reed to strike out the provision
Linder discussion.

Mr. Sampson : Motors are the easies;t
machines of all to control.

Mr. LA2-.IBERT: That is quite correct, :co
iong- as the driver has no physical defect,;.

The Premier: And is not too dull mnen-
tally.

'Mr. LAMBERT: And so long as he has
the calpacit "y to wake up his mind to act
promptly in cases of emergency. The Conw-
mittee would he well advised to raise the age
to 19 years.

Mr. Clydesdale: Wby not make it 21 years
of age?7

[37]

Mir. LAMJ3ERT:- I do not know who
briefed the member for Canning to move his
absurd amendment!

Mr. Clydesdale: My own common sense
prompted it.

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member's own
admission condemned the amendment in a
dozen words. The hon. member asked wviy
we should deprive a boy of the right to earn
a living- and to penalise parents who might
he dependent upon that boy. The hon. mem-
ber did not say anything about the safety
of life and limib in our congested areas.

Mr. Cly- deedale: I am just as concerned
as you are reg-arding the element of com-
petency.

Several. ienibers interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must ask

hon. meombers to keep order. There are five
or more memb~ers speaking at once.

Mr. LAMTBERT: Other persons have to
put in years of training before they can
secure their certificates of competency to
drive engines.

Mr. Sampson: I drove a stationary engine
when I was 12 years of age.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask hon.
nenmbcrg to cease interijecting.

Mr. LA.MER.T: If we are to solve the
traffic problem in a city like Perth, we should
fix a standard that could he supported by
ri ght-thinking people. The member for Can-
ning may have a boy 15 years of age who is
capable of drivin ' a c ar.

Mr. Stubibs: Then why should he not do
so?

Mr. LAMBERT: If the member for
Wagin were to he swept aside by a car
driven by a lad of 15 years of age, be might
he removed hence from where no protests
arc ever possible. As to women drivers, I
have no faith in them at all.

'Mr. Richardson: You will get yourself
into trouble now.

AMr. Clydesdale: Some have not too much
faith in you.

Mr. LANfBERT: That is not so. Some
women drivers may he quite all right. The
memher for Canning has ample faith in my
capacit y. With the increased motor trans-
port, and the revenue received from motor-
ists to-day, the licensing of drivers, male
or female, should not be on the promiscuous
basis that exists now.

The CHAIRMAN: I wouild point out to
the hon. member that we are not discussing
the question of examinations, hut the age at
which persons may he licensed.

1003
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Air. LAMBERT: The question of age is
inseparably linked up with examinations.
It is all a question of capacity to drive a
motor car.

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing, not
wvith general ability, but with this amend-
ment.
.Mr. LAMBERT: I commend the Minister

on the provision making the age limit 19
years. It would be a great pity to lose this
oJpportunity to amend the Hill in this very
desirable direction. As the member for Can-
ning saysa, it may mean hardship for some.

Mr. SAMIPSON: On a point of order, I
should like to know whether any discussion
on the amendment is in order. I under-
stand that 18 years is the limit set out in
the Act. if so, the member fdr Canning-
could achieve his desire by voting against
the clause.

The CHAIRMAN: I understand that the
age limit of 18 years is not prescribed in
the Act

Mr. LAMBERT: What is in the stupid
point of order raised by the member for
Swan? Even if lie does not understand
either the clause or the amendment-I would
not excpect it of him-this is not the proper
time for him to raise a point of order.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber will address himself to the amendment.

3Mr. LA1MBERT: I regret that the hon.
member should have seen fit-

The CHAIRMAAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must either take his seat or discuss the
amendment before the Chair.

Mr. LAMBERT: I think when hon mem-
bers desire information they should rise at
the proper place and time-

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber will deal with the amendment.

Mr. LzAMBERT: I will do so. I only hope
that the amendment will be rejected, and
that before the Bill leaves the Committee a
reasonable attempt will be made to put, not
only the matter of age limit, but that also
of general capacity for driving motor
vehicles, on a better basis than the existing
one.

Mr. GEORGE: The age limit at present
is 18 years and the Minister would have
it raised to 19 years. When on a previous
occasion the question of age limit was dealt
with, an agitation was created in the news-
papers. To-day, however, "Pro Bono Pub-
Jteo" is silent, and the people generally
do not care a hang. Members should re-

member that there rests upon them the re-
sponsibility of seeing to it that legislation
shall not be a menace to the safety of the
travelling public. There are to-day in West-
era Australia over 20,000 motor vehicles.
and they are still arriving at the rate of
700 or 800 per month; so before another two
year's are out there will be at least 30,000
motor vehicles on our roads, fully half of
them being in the metropolitan area. Surely,
then, it is the duty of members, even at the
risk of inconveniencing a few people, to see
to it that the rights of pedestrians and the
drivers of horse-drawn vehicles, are con-
served. We should be doing wrong if we
were to reduce the present age limit of 18
years, and would certainly be doing right
if we increased it to 19 years, as proposed
by the Minister. Ninety per cent. of the
drivers of motor vehicles have no idea of the
powerful engines they control. A split
second may represent all the difference be-
tween safety and danger, either to them-
selves or to others. Obviously, a boy is not
likely to take things so seriously as would
an adult of long experience. How many
of his constituents have asked the hon. mem-
ber for this amendment?

Mr. Clydesdale: Nobody has asked me;
it is dictated by my own common sense.

Mr. GEORGE: Does the hon. member ask
the Committee to believe that this amend-
ment arises from his own experience?

Mr. Clydesdale: Yes.
Mr. GEORGE: Well, I will accept the

honi. member's statement, but I do not think
lie has taken as muchi care to think over
the matter as hie might have done.

Mr. Clydesdale: I have given it just as
much attention as has any other member.

Mr. GEORGE: From the way the bon.
member is interjecting, I am sure be has not
thought very much about the matter at all.
When the limit of 18 years was fixed there
was a great agitation to reduce it to 16
years. To-day, when we are discussing this
question again, there are no deputations to
Ministers, and the Press is silent ahout it.

The Premier: They have such implicit
faith in us.

Mr. GEORGE: It may not be implicit
faith in the Government; it may be that
common sense in the critics has at last over-
come their desire to make themselves sm~art
at somebody else's expense. I will vote for
the age limit of 19 years, and would even
support a motion for a 21-year limit
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Mr. ANGELO: Personally, I do not tare
much whether the age limit be fixed at IS
years ur at 19 years.

Mr. Teesdale: Then sit dowvn, sit down.
2 1r. ANGELO: Probably some of the peo-

pie of the North-West are concerned in the
age limit to be fixed.

Mx. George: Where is the Norttx-Wes
Mr. ANGELO: Some of the people of the

North-West desire that a proviso should
be added to the age limit clause as follows:

Provided that a license may be granted to a
person under 18 years of age (or 19 years of
age, as the case may be) to be available only
in any part of the State outside the metro-
pol itan area.
It is a very necessary thing that competent
lads and girls who have passed the proper
test should be allowed to drive motor ears
in country districts. The other night the
Minister objected to having a lower age fox
drivers in the country districts on the ground
that the holder of such a license might drive
into the metropolitan area. Surely that oh-
jection could be overcome! The license could
he endorsed to that effect, and any breach
of the privilege wvould lead to the cancella-
tion of the license. Even-with an age limit
of 18, considerable hardship is being ex-
perienced by people in the North. Numbers
of young boys and girls are driving ears not
only on the stations, but in the towns, and
they are quite competent to do it. Can
the Minister cite a single case of an accident
outside the metropolitan area in which the
driver inv-olved wvas of the age of 189 There
are sufficient members present to look after
the interests of the metropolitan area, but
I unfortunately have been left in the lurch
by one of the representatives of the North.

Mr. Teesdale: All I have against you I .s
that you are saying what I wanted to say.

Mr. ANGELO: I have brought before the
Commissioner of Police applications for the
licensing of boys and girls undler the age
,if IS, but the Commissioner was not able
to allow licenses to be issued.

The Premier: Rave you been trying to use
undue influence with the Commissione, of
Police?

Mr. ANGELO: No, I merely asked hi
whether it was possible for a person under
1S to get a license, and when he pointed
out that it was impossible, that was suffi-
cient. I hope country members will support
the proviso I have indicated.

Mr. Stuhbs: What is wrong with an age
limit of 18?

Mr. ANGELO: I shall vote for 18, but
I wish to obtain a gi-eater concession for
boys and girls in the country.

Mr. Macallum Smith: Why'?
Mr. ANGELO: Because there is nothing

like the same risk of accident in the country-
Mr. 21,cCalum Smith: Most of the

motor accidents occur in the country.
Mr. ANGELO: Nonsense! The hon. mem-

ber- cannot cite an accident having occurred
in the last two years in which thec driver
was of the age of 18. 1 wvill support
the age of 18 in the hope that the member
for Canning will assist me to get the age of
17 stipulated for the country.

Mr. BROWVN: I support the amendment.
During the last -week 1 have interviewed a
good many people in the country and they
arc unaninous that the age should not be
raised. The amendment will impose a reat
hardship on- farmers' sons who, at the age
of 18, take the keenest interest in any class
of machinery. When boys leave school at
about the age of 14, they have to do some-
thing and many of them find work in coun-
try garages. The two or three blacksmiths'
shops that were found in country towns
years ago have given way to garages, and
many country boys enter the motor business.
By the age of 1S they become expert, but
unless they arc permitted to drive a ear, it
will be useless for them to be in a garage.
The 'Minister seems to fear that a boy of 18,
getting into a tight corner, might lose his
head. There is no ground for such fear.
The records of accidents disclose that very
few drivers of the age of 18 have been in-
volved. Most of tile accidents have been
due to young men riding motor cycles with
a girl on the pillion seat. A boy of 18 would
not think of taking a girl on his motor cycle.

Members: Oh, oh!
Mr. BROWN: At that age boys are shy

and innocent and would not think of such
a thing. The age at which they do that is
20 or 21.

Mr. George: Even the Chairman smiles.
Mr. BROWN: There is not nearly the

danger attached to a boy of 18 driving as
compared with a driver of 21, because the
older boy thinks he knows everything, is
reckless, and has no regard for speed. Most
of the accidents are due to excessive speed.
Little skill is required to drive a motor ear.
I was 55 when I obtained my license, and
the only accident I have hadi has been to
drive through a shed. If a boy of 16 can drive
a team of spirited homses, he can drive a
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motor ear; the horse team certainly entails
the greater responsibility. A boy learning
to drive at 18 becomes the most competent
of drivers. At the same time I should like
the age for drivens of passenger vehicles
limited to 21.

Mr. E. B. Johnston,: It is 21 at present.
Mr. BROWN: I hope the Minister wil

accept the amendment.
Mir. WITHERS: If the Minister had pro-

posed a greater increase than one year, there
might have been some ground for argumnent.
The increase proposed, however, is trifling.

Mr. Mannm: Then why not reduce it?
Mr. WITHERS: If the Minister could

prohibit the use of motor cycles, I would
support him. The youth of 18 who owns a
motor cycle is a menace to the community,
but a boy of 18 is just as capable of driving
a car as is one of 19. If the amendment is
not accepted, I shall support the provi
indicated by the member for Gascoyne, be-
cause the conditions in the country are alto-
gether different from those in the metro-
politan area..-

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If the object is to
ensure in motor drivers mature judgment
and capacity to act quickly in cases of em-
ergency, it cannot be done by fixing an age
limit. Some lads of 14 to 17, accustomed
to driving homses and bullocks, exhibit as
much skill and resource as do some men of 25.
There is a vast difference between driving
in the metropolitan area where one meets
scores of people in one block, as against
driving on country roads where one might
not meet a dozen persons in 20 miles. If the
age he increased to 19, many people will be
inconvenienced, because their boys now drive
the motor vehicles, just as years ago they
drove the horse-drawn vehicles. We cannot
establish an age limit to meet the require-
ments of intellect. For instance, William
Pitt became Prime Minister of England at
the age of 24. Some men of 40 go to pieces
in a ease of emergency. They ame tempera-
mentally unfitted to take such a responsi-
bility. Though I would not mind a limit of
19 for the city, I think we should certainly
have a lower standard in the country.

Mr. THOM,%SON: It is not a matter of
age. No license can be ranted until the
applicant has proved to the reasonable satis-
faction of the examiner, to be appointed by
the Commissioner of Police, that he is quali-
fled to drive a motor. There is also a. repgu-
lation that no license shall be issued to a
person under the age of 18. Some boys and

girls of 14 are quite competent to drive a
car. The main question to consider is
whether people are competent or not for the
purpose for which their license is required.
Nothing is easier than to learn to drive a
car. It is absurd, therefore, to fix the mini-
mum age at 19. The responsibility should
be thrown upon those wvho issue the licenses.
I would rather drive a motor vehicle in a
crowded thoroughfare than I would drive
horses, which are more difficult to control.
Fewer petrol-driven vehicles get out of con-
trol than horse-drawn vehicles. I would
prefer that there should be no age limit.
We should not debar youths from engaging
in occupations they are quite competent to
follow. I support the amendment of the
member for Canning.

The MINISTER [FOR WORKS: The
question to be settled is not that of com-
petency to drive, but that of a person being
able to act immediately in a case of emer-
gency. In a crowded thoroughfare the slight-
est hesitation. on the part of the driver may
lead to the occurrence of an accident. Mem-
bers would be astonished if they knew what
an increase there had been in the number of
accidents since motor vehicles had come into
general use. In the case of horse-drawn
vehicles plenty of time is given to the driver
in' which tb make uip his mind what he
ought to do. but when he is driving a motor
car thle margin between safety and danger

ioften infinitesimal. Members know the
,ate at which mnotor cyclists travel along
the roads. I seldom motor at less than 25
miles an hour, but when one of these motor
cyc vlists passes me T feel that I am going
b'ackwards. They' are generally young men
without any sense of responsibility. A
person cannot act with judgment unless he
is directed by his mind. The mind controls
every action of Lhe body. Until the mind
decides, the limbs cannot act. A boy of
16 or 17 ha* not the confidence in himself
nor the judgment nor the coolness in cases
of emergency that is possessed by a man i
more mature age. I repeat that I person-
ally favour a minimum age of 21. The
member for Vilgarn, who Says he is a good
driver because lie began driving young, once
,'rove through a house.

Mr. Sampson: Put he was much over 18
when he did that.

The MTTNTSTEH FOR WORKS: He is
not much over IS now. I consider that I
never encointered such danger in city driv-
inz as in driving throughb such country as
the Kimberleys.
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell :How many
accidents have been due to drivers under
19 years?

The MINISTER FOB WORKS : There
are no statistics as to age of drivers. No
hardship is involved in this clause, which
cannot take away the license of any exist-
ing holder, as it will not come into effect
before July next.

Mr. Sampson: But it will hold up boys
pow aged IS.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Those
boys must wait for another year. Undoubt-
edly the traffic fiends are the boys of 18 and
1M on motor bicycles. 1 observe them par-
ticularly on the Perth-Fremantle road.

B~on. G. Taylor; Has your experience of
ihe present minimum age of 18 decided you
to ask for an increase to 197

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
l-ion. G. Taylor: That should settle the

question.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Min-

ister who preceded me also favours the
raising of the age.

Mr. Sampson: Have the traffic officers
recommended it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Mr. Corboy: They have been prejudiced

against youth ever since the traffic office
was established.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That 'is
not a fair statement. Most of the officers
are young men themselves.

Mr. Corboy: The men in charge are not
young men, though the men outside are.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The men
in charge are not as old as I am. There is
pressing- necessity for raising the age. The
public generally are convinced that the
existing state of affairs is altogether too
dangerous to travellers by motor and
pedestrians alike. To make the tests
sitringent, or even extremely stringent, is
not sufficient, since they merely pertain to
ability to drive.

Mr. WITHERS: Would it be permissible
under this clause for a person under 18 to
drive a car if accompanied by a person
lolding a license?

The Minister for Works: That is pro-
vided for later in the Sill.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister has not
advanced any argument justifying a vote
in fivour of either 18 years or 19 years,
but he has put tip a convincing argument
for a speed limit in the city. The need for
such a limit has been borne in on me pain-
fully, but that circumstance does not make

me bitter against the rising generation of
motorists. Many youths of 18 are just as
capable of driving a motor car or riding a
r,otor bicycle as I am myself, provided that
in congested areas the speed is restricted
within safe limits. The average youth will
be a better driver than an agred man, simply
because of possessing better nerve. A
number of sons of working men are appren-
ticed to the motor trade in the cities and
towns, and part of their duties is to shift
motors fromt poinit to point and to try out
cars that have been repaired. If we limit
the age of 19 years, from two to four years
of their apprenticeship will be lost to those
boys, because they will not be permitted to
drive cars in the city. The clause would
penalise more peop~le than the Committee
imagine. Age is not the factor that is re-
sponsible for the accidents that take place;
it is lack of control regarding speed. I have
gone to sonic trouble to secure statistics re-
garding accidents caused by motor-propelled.
vehicles. These disclose that the greater pro-
portion of accidents take place outside our
congested areas. I would prefer to leave
the whole question to the traffic officials. I
am not prepared to penalise youths because
there arc a few hair-brained motor hogs.
Despite the existing regulations under which
no one younger than 18 is supposed to
get a license, I know of one instance
where a girl weUl under 18 years of age
secured a license, and it was only after she
had engaged in some furious driving that
the police ascertained that she was under
the stipulated age and demanded a copy of
her. birth certificate. As a result, the girl's
license was cancelled. If every person ap-
plying for a driver's license is not compelled
to submit his or her birth certificate for
inspection prior to being granted a license,
neither the clause nor the amendment will be
of any value. I agree with the Minister that
young people are apt to speed up to the
danger of the country generally, but unless
some steps are taken regarding the produc-
fibn of birth certificates, it Mill be impossible
to prevent those young people from re-
ceiving their licenses. Very few motor
vehicles are owned by persons under 19
years of age. The average wealth of such
persons in this State is not sufficient to en-
able them to purchase those conveniences. I
will go with the Minister to any length in
limiting the speed at which vehicles may he
driven in the city, but I will not support
the clhuse. I will support the amendment
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and will also vote to delete
leaving the question to the
Traffic Department.

the whole clause,
discretion of the

(Air. Panton took t/,e Chair.]

Mr. CORHOY: The Minister put up an
extraordinary contention. He was unkind
enough to refer to my ability as a driver,
but lie should remember that most of us live
in glass houses. As a matter of fact, I did
not go through the house; It stopped me!
The Minister referred to the skidding of
motor cars and similar dangers. I do not
think the Minister will seriously assert that
the danger is less because the man behind
the wheel is 45 years of age than it would
be if the driver were 18 years of age. Young
men will act more quickly under extra-
ordinary conditions than old men. During
the war, the British War Office deliberately
sought out young men of 18 and not o]l dr
than 21 years of age for special training
as air pilots. They recognised that lads of
that age had the nerve and tile alertness to
get out of difficult positions in aeroplanes.

Mr. Sampson: They were the most suc-
cessful of all the air pilots.

Mr. CORBOY: As a matter of fact, no
one had any chance of: getting into, the
aviation training corps if he was over 21
years of age. There is another feature about
the danger suggested by the Minister. Very
frequently the man who is in danger averts
it by taking a risk, whereas an elderly man
would try to act on the safe side and run
into danger. I will go as far as the Miln-
ister likes in limiting speed, and in providing
the most stringent tests regarding the ability
and health of prosp~ective drivers, but I can-
not follow him when hie seeks to make age
the standard of ability. That would be
absolutely futile.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. ANOELO: I move an amendment--
That after ''age,'' in line 3, the following

words be inserted ±-And by adding the fol-
lowing proviso: 'provided that a license may
be granted to a person under the age of 18
years to be available only in any part of the
State outside the metropolitan area.' ''

The Minister stated that he desired the age
limit to be raised for several reasons. one of
which was that a lad under 19 * ears of age
would have difficulty in handling a ear in
dense traffic. There is no dense traffic out-
side the metropolitan area, for 20 miles away
from the city one is in the country. The

Minister also said that he did not want a
young boy or girl to have the handling of
a ear iii. an emergency. There are very few
emergencies encountered in the country dis-
tricts. The amendment I propose does Dot
say that the licensing authority must grant
a license to any boy or girl under 18 years
of age, and therefore, that boy or girl must
pass the ordinary test.

1101). G. Taylor: The sme test as anyone
else.

Air. ANGELO: Yes. I do not care how
strongly the Minister may insist upon a test
being mnade, nor do I mind the Minister in-
sisting that the severest possible test may be
imposed -by the licensing authority when
country boys and girls apply for licenses.
The Minister must agree that a hardship
will be inflicted, not only on the boys and
girls directly, but on their families as wvell, if
the age limit of 18 years is made to apply
to the country districts as well as to the met-
roipolitan area.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
this is going to the ridiculous. I cannot be
a part' to the amendment. Fancy saying
that thecre shall be no age limit at all, and
that there is never any emergency or any
position requiring judgment, outside the
metropolitan aren ! The hon. member would
have us issue licenses to small children.

Mr. Angelo: They' must pass the test.
The Premier: But a ten year old child

might pass the test.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In the

stretch of 50 miles between Perth and Pin-
jarl'a, there are a dozen -small bridges at
deep dips. If judgment and decision be not
used at those points, there are present all
the elements of a big accident. A fortnight
ago I sawv a ear upside down in a little creek
a mile the other side of Armadalle. The
Premier has reminded me of the accident at
Bullsbrook, when a girl was driving. Two
cars met on a culvert, with the result that
a life was lost. Yet the hon. member says
that no emergencies can arise on a country
road! This amendment borders on the ridicu-
lous, and I hope the Committee will not give
it much consideration.

Mr. THOMSON: Would the Minister ac-
cept the age limit of 16 years?

The Premier: No, certainlyv not.
Mr. THOMSON: Surely a boy of 16

years, having passed the prescribed test, is
quite capable of driving a motor car on a
country road. In country districts there are
plenty of boys and girls, nine years and ten
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years of age, driving their brothers to school.
Of course that is not in a motor ear. No
test is imposed on those children, except
that their parents are confident of their
ability.

The Premier: And they take care to sup-
ply them with a quiet old woke.

Mr. THOMSON: Neverthelecs those child-
ren are driving on our roads, although sub-
ject to no test, except the confidence of their
parents.

The Premier: Driving a safe old horse that
would he all right with no reins at all!
How can you compare that with motor driv-
ing?7

Mr. THOM-1SON: The amendment does
not ask that any child shall be permitted to
take charge of a motor car without first
passing the prescribed test.

The Premier; Why not make the age 10
years or, better still, have no age limit at
all q

Mr. THOMSON: I would prefer to have
no age limit, to leave the question entirely
to the discretion of those issuing the licenses.
In the Coal Mines Regulation Act Amend-
ment Bill recently before the House, the
age of 18 years Was reduced to 17 years for
*a youth handling a winch.

The Premier: Pulling over one lever!

Mr. THOMSON: I know it is a different
proposition. Still, the boy of 17 has to be
competent. We hold that, provided the boy
or girl can pass the prescribed test, a license
should issue. There are in country dstricts
scores of boys doing men's work, driving
machines and handling six-horse teams.
Surely such boys, having passed the pre-
scribed test, are competent to drive motor
cars. In my own district one girl 16 years
of age, licensed to drive a motor ear, is
conspicuously competent.

Mr. George: It she is only 16 she hasn't
any license.

Mr. THOMSON: Licenses are sometimes
issned to young people only 16 years of age;
possibly they declare themselves 18 years of
age.

The Minister for Works: They have to
bring a letter from their parents.

Mr. THOMSON: There is not nearly so
much danger on a country road as in the
metropolitan area. I move an amendment
on the amendment-

That after ''person,'' the words "over the
age of 16 years and"' be inserted.

Amendment on the amendment put and
negatived.

Mr. SAMPSON: I cannot support the
amendment. Why should there be any dif-
ferentiation between the country and the
town?! To introduce such a principle would
be bad, If 16 is the right age for the couin-
try, it is the right age for the city.

Mr. THOMNSON: One reason why there
should be a differentiation is that many
counitry people live at great distances from
the towns and for them motor cars are an
absolute necessity. Residents of the metro-
politan area are adequately catered for by
train, train and bus services.

The Premier: That is all news to us.

Mr. THOMk]SON: It is a good reason why
greater consideration should he extended to
young people in the country.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. THOMSON: According to the Act,
if a man owns a motor car and a motor
truck, he must take out a driver's license for
each vehicle. It is pomsible for a man to
have to take out three different driver's
licenses-for a motor oar, a motor truck,
and a motor cycle. One driver's license
should be sufficient to cover all three. It
was never intended that a man should have
to take out more than one driver's license.
I move an amendment-

That after the word "'age,'' in line 3, the
following words be inserted:-''and by strik-
ing out the words 'a motor vehicle of the kind
to be therein specified,' and inserting* in lien
thereof the words 'motor vehicles'; and by
striking out all the words after 'drive,' in tho
fourth line of the proviso, and inserting in
lieu thereof the words 'motor vehicles.' '"

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
confess that at one period I thought
one driver's license should be suffi-
cient. Thou 'gh I can drive a car, I
have never driven a truck, and I think
it would be well to put me through my
facings before I attempted to do so.
Further, the license fee here is small as
compared with that in the other States, 5s.
as against £1. In South Australia a Royal
Commission recently considered the legisla-
tion in force in other States and recom-
mended a fee of £1. If the driver's license
fee here is to cover all motor vehicles that
a man might own, the amount will have to
be increased.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Why do you
want a driver's license fee at all?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
police have to test each driver and that can-
not he done for nothing. For the three
drivers' licenses the Lees would amount to
only 15s., whereas in the Eastern States the
fee is £1.

Mir. Marshall: Does a man need more than
one driver's license in the other States?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : In
most of the other States one driver's license
covers the lot, h~ut the charge for it is f1.
An extra 5s. for a second license would not
trouble a man very much.

Mr, Thomson: The trouble lies in his
having to handle three licenses.

Air. Corboy: They are only the size of a
visiting card and can be carried in the vest
pocket.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I suggest that
if a man drives at 30 miles an hour the fee
should be £5.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
license is to cover more than one vehicle, the
fee of 5s. will have to be increased.

Mr. MARSHALL: Though the driver's
license will cost only 5s. we are providing
that the applicant for a motor cycle license
for instanee must undergo a medical exam-
ination, which will cost him 10s. 6d. If
later on he obtains employment to drive a
motor truck be may have to submit to a
further medical examination.

Mr. Corboy: That would be for only a
passenger vehicle.

Mr.. MARSHALL: Very few mien are
employed to drive private care.

The Minister for Justice: It is not likely
that a second examination would be required.

Mr. MARSHALL: Still it is possible.
My object is to show that motor drivers are
not getting off so lightly as the Minister
would have us believe.

Mr. THOMSON: According to a return
tabled recently, drivers' licenses in the met-
ropolitan area produced £9,477 and it is
estimated that similar licenses in the coun-
try produced an equal amount. The Govern-
ment therefore received £1S.800 from the 5s.
licenses. The Ford motor car is the same
class of vehicle as the Ford truck and has
the same sort of engine. This applies also
to Chevrolet, Graham, Dodge and Reo cars
and trucks.

Mr. Corboy: The Hen truck is very dif-
ferenrt from the Ran erT.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not think it is.
A man owninr a truck and a car of any one-
of these makes has to take out a driver's

license for each. It is not reasonable to
charge a man an extra license for driving
another vehicle of the same type. It was
said that the fee was not worth the cost of
collection. On the other hand, the Govern-
ment more easily collect the sum of £18,000
odd, which is derived from these drivens'
licenses, than they collect any other similar
amount. Before a driver can take charge
of a car he must go to the police station for
his license, and attend there again for it to
he renewed.

The Premier: Make it one license at £1.
Mr. THOMSON: We have no assurance

that the license fees will not be increased.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Clause 14-Amendment of Section 22:

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I move an amend-
inent-

That in line 3 the word ''eighteen" be
struck out and ''seventeen" inserted in lieu.
I move this in, order that the clause may con-
form with the previous clause.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 15-agreed to.

Clause 16-Driver to stop when re-
quested:-

Mn. SAMPSON: T move an amend-
ment-

That the following words be added:-:"And
no motor cyclist shall start his engine if with-
in a distance of 15 feet of any horse."

The Premier: Why not make it 15%/ft.?
Mr. SAMtPSON: I have been asked to

bring this amendment forward. It is de-
sired to avoid the danger that may arise
from a motor cyclist starting his engine in
too close proximity to a horse.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 17-Amendment of Section 25:
Hon. 0. TAYLOR: I move an amend-

men t--
That the following words be added:-' And

by omitting the words 'twenty pounds' and
inserting in lieu thereof 'fifty pounds or im-
prisonment for three months.' "1

This provides a penalty to meet the ease
of a person who collides 'with a human
being or vehicle but does not stop to sro
what damage he has done. If a person is
cowardly enough to leave lying in the road
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;ome pedestrian he has knocked down, he
hbould be made to pay the penalty.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
uneudmeat will not inflict any hardship
ipon decent citizens, but will punish the
most objectionable of our speed hogs, who
rould knock a person down but would not
tlop to render any help. In a case lie that;,

io penalty is too severe. It will be for
he court to say that a lesser penalty should

)e inflicted.
Mr. ANGELO : If a motorist knocks

]own a person snd leaves him lying in the
-oad, instead of taking him to the hospital,
Ic may be endangering that person's life
;till further. The penalty should be made
;c severe that a motorist will be impelled
ao stop and render what help he can in a
!ase of this sort. I should like to see the
The struck out and imprisonment only pro-
,ided.

Mr. MANN: I suggest that this penalty
;hould be made to provide for six months'
niprisonment instead of three months. If
his were done, it would be in conformity
Vith the scale laid down in the Justices
kect.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: I would like to amend
ry amendment to read-

"And by omitting the words 'twenty
,ounds' and inserting in lien thereof 'fifty
pounds or imprisonment not to exceed six

Amendment, by leave, amended accord-
ngly.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The amendment is one-
;ided, because if the offence were committed
)y a moneyed man he could get off with a
3ayment of £50, whereas a poor man in
he same situation would have to spend six
months in gold.

Mr. MARSHALL: I agree with the previ-
7us speaker, and therefore move an amend-
nent on the amendment-

That the words "fifty pounds or" be struck
mt of the amendment.

Mr. MANN: The carrying of the amend-
rent on the amendment might mean that a
fefendant would be imprisoned until the
%sing of the court or for 24 hours, which
vould be the end of the matter. The pro-
,osed maximum fine of £50 represents,

nder the Justices Act, a minimum fine of
Z5, with a minimum imprisonment of 10
lays.

lfr. MARSHALL: Tn view of that ex-
)Ianation, I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment on the amendment.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The man who could not
pay £50 would go to prison for six months,
while the man able to pay the amount
would escape imprisonment.

Mr. Mann: That applies to all laws of
this nature.

Amendment on the amendment, by leave,
withdrawn.

.Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 18, 19, 20-agreed to.

Clause 21-Amendment of Section 41:

Mr. THOMSON: Srubclause 1 is drastic.
,Section 41 of the principal Act, by para-
graph (g), already provides thatxregulations
may he made to restrict the driving of any
specified kind of vehicle. I fail to see the
need for specially mentioning in Subelause
1 "agricultural machines, including tractors
and ploughs."

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The in-
strtian of those words was requested by a
conference of road boards. If there is any
fear that road boards are likely to prohibit
the travelling of agricultural machines over
tbe roads, I will agree to the deletion of
the words. However, complaints have been
received from local authorities all over the
cuntry as to agricultural machines being
carelessly run over the roads and conse-
quently cutting them up.

Mr. MANN: I move an amendment-
That in paragraph (ui) of Subelause 2 the

words ''beyond the,'' in line 2, be struck out,
and ''more than 12 inches on either'' inserted
in lieu.
If the driving of vehicles with material
projecting beyond the sides were carried
to the point of abuse, I would agree that
control was needed. However, it is im-
possible to cart chaff without the load Pr')
jecting 8 or 10 inches on either side; the
load would not stand up unless stacked so
am to project to that extent. The same
thing applies in the case of liquids carried
in barrels, for instance beer. There is no
dauger in a uniform projection of 8 or 10
inches; the danger arises where there is an
odd article, say a piece of iron or timber,
projecting 2 or 3 feet. I am also informed
that galvanised iron, for easy loading and
unloading, must be stacked so as to pro-
ject.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
paragraph refers to one of the most danger-
Pies practices obtaining in traffic, especially
in the metropolitan area. During the day
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the danger is not so great, but it is very
serious in the night, when one approaches
a vehicle and has only the width of the
bead lights to guide one. This very morn-
ing I saw a lorry carrying a load which was
overlapping the side by at least 3ft. 6in.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Sometimes there is
a leg of beef sticking out over the side.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
mould be no prosecution for the sake of an
inch or two of projection. If the projection
allowed were ift., the police would not
prosecute if the actual projection were
15 inches. This margin would increase
the allowable width of load by 2ft. Gin.
The police would not take action unless
there was a considerable projection. Dis-
cretion is always exercised in these matters.
If we were to agree to the proposal for
a foot, I am afraid it would mean a projec-
tion of 2ft. 6in. at least. In agreeing to
accept a compromise at Oin., I am going as
far as should be expected. No prosecution
would be undertaken unless the projection
was an unreasonable one.

Mr. Mann: But a vehicle will pass a
loaded lorry on one side only.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But the
lorry may he passing another vehicle on the
other side at the same time.

Mr. Thomson: A projection of Gin, is very
small.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No mat-
teir what projection is allowed, the police
would not dream of prosecuting if the pro-
jection was slightly more than set out in
the Bill.

Mr. Thomson: Is there a limit to the width
of such vehicles?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, 7ft.
Sin. With the projection of Sin, on either
side, the width would be increased to Sft. Sin.
That is a substantial width for a loaded
vehicle in our streets.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Will that apply
to all vehicles?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
The other night I passed a heavily laden
furniture van on the Perth-Fremantle-road.
it was lighted with two candles and from the
heap of funiture, the legs of a table pro-
jected and I nearly struck them with the
car. That is a dangerous practice.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When in
London I saw vehicles heavily laden and
if that is permitted in congested traffic such
as obtains there, it makes one wonder why

the restrictions suggested by the Minister
are necessary in this State.

Hon. G. Taylor: On the goldfields, houses
are carted away.

The Premier: It is not a ease of the width
of a road, but the danger of the projec-
tions.

Hon. Sir JAMES IUTCHiELL; In the
instance referred to by the Minister for
Works, he was probably a greater danger
to the furniture van than the furniture van
was to him. Motor cams are usually equipped
with good lights enabling the driver to see
what is ahead. We go too far with our legis-
lation here, and many of the restrictions
we place upon people work mighty little
good, but are bound to cause a lot of trouble
to a great number. Practically the-whole
of the sitting has been devoted to a discus-
sion as to whether licenses shall be given to
boys of 18 or to boys of 19.

The Premier: These are national ques-
tions.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Now
when we come to an important question, the
Minister would pass it in five minutes.

The Premier: At any rate it is not passed
yet.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
should see that our wagons are loaded as
much as possible, in order that people may
be able to pay for the petrol they use. I
hope the M.inister will agree to the proposal
for a projection of a foot. Of course I
know that on the Pc-rthi-Fremaatle-road,
where the traffic is heavy, anything might
happen.

The Minister for Works: This provision
will not be used in the country areas. Ini
any case, it merely means granting power to
ma~ke regulations.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
the hon. member will persist with his amend-
ment, and let the Minister take the respon-
sibility of declining to accept it.

The Premier: This will not apply to coun-
try vehicles.

Mtr. SAMPSON: I am surprised at the
opposition to the amendment. It is an-
other indication that there is to be specially
strict regulations for motor vehicles. There
is no restriction in regard to the carriage
of goods on horse drawn vehicles, notwith-
standing that the side projection of goods on
such vehicles is more dangerous than on
motor vehicles. The utility of the motox
vehicles will be very much reduced if the
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load cannot project a foot beyond the sides
of the vehicles. Some of our motor buses
are built extending considerably More than
a foot beyond the line of wheels. Under
this regulation the transport of a decent
load of hay would be impossible.

The Premier: It will not apply to the
transport of bay.

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope we shall be al-
lowed to utilise motor transport as much as
possible. When the table-top type of motor
lorry was designed, it was never intended
that there should be no ov erhang of the load;
that vehicle is designed to carry an overhang.

Mr. CRESSON: If we limit the load to
the width of the vehicle it might mean hard-
ship. For instance, in1 the shifting of a
load of machinery on a lorry such a regu-
lation wvould be very burdensome. The best
way of getting over the difficulty wvould be
to prescribe that when the load projects be-
yond a certain distance over the side of
the vehicle it must be carried during
daylight or, if cardied by night, the load
must be specially lighted. To stringently
fix the limit of the projection of the load
would be to inflict injustice on many people.

Mtr. Mann: My amendment will make it
a little easier.

Mr. CRESSON: Yes, but we could better
get over the difficulty in the way I have
stiggested.

Mr. ANGELO: Did I hear the Premier
say a little while ago that this regulation
would not affect vehicles in the country?

The Minister for Works: Yes.

Mr-. AN(3ELO: Certainly unless that pro-
viso is made, the regulation will impose a
great hardship in respect of the carting of
wool. I should like an assurance that it will
not apply in the country.

The 'Minister for Works: No, it will not
apply in the country.

Mr. BROWN: 'Much depends on the class
of loading. Some loading- must project be-
yond the lorry. Again, the loading of chaff
depends largely on the type of wagon . In
the box wagon it is essential that the load
should overhang the sides. The body of a
tabletop wagon is wider than that of a box
wagon and the need for overlap is not so
great. When loading wool, it is necessary
to have an overlap, and any hard-and-fast
rule will inflict hardship.

Mr. Marshall: Where will wool be carted
in the metropolitan area?

[38]

Mr. BROWN: I believe that motor lor-
lies are at present carting more wool than
are the railways.I

Mr. Marshall: Not in the metropolitan
area.

Mr. BROWN: They have to pass through
Perth to get to the port,

Mr. Marshall: They do not cart much
wool.

Mr. BROWN: On the York-road or the
Northam-road I feel sure that one would
pass 20 lorry loads of wool in a day. Any-
one can see the wool overlapping and avoid
it.

Mr. 'MANN: An overlap of 12 inches in
a double horse lorry wvould not exceed the
spread of the horses.

The Minister for Works: Yes, it wouf'd.
M.%r. MANN: Not at all. If the Minister

agreed to a 12-inch overlap, contractors
:uid teamsters would ge able to keep within
the Ilav.

The Minister for Works: If we allow 12
inches, it will become 18 inches.

Mr. MANN: If the Minister adjourned
the question and inquired, he would find that
a 12-inch overlap was reasonable.

Amendment put and declared negatived.
Ron. Sir James Mitchell: I think we had

better have a division on that.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In the

next paragraph-
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I called for d

division.
Mr. Marshall: On a point of order, there

was no call for a division, Mr. Lutey, when
you gave your decision.

The CHAIRMAN: There could not be a
call for a division until I gave my decision.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Minister
was too quick; I called promptly.

The CHAIRMAN: Does the member for
Northam call for a division?

H~on. Sir James Mitchell: Yes.

Division resulted as follows:
Ayes
Noes

- .. -. 12

-17

Majority against

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M4r.
Sir

ATZ.
Angelo
Brown
Denton
E. B. Johnalon
Mann
Jamea Mitchell

Mr.
Mr.
M!r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

North
Sampson
J. M. Smith
Teesale
Thonison
Richardson
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Nes
Mr. Ciresson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Heron
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Lamond
Mr. Marshall

PAIRS
AYS.

Mr. C. P. Wans brough
Mr. Maley
Mr. Barnard
Mr. J. H. 8=Ltb

Mr. McCsllux
Mr. Milllagto
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Taylor
Mr. A. Waen
Mr. Wilicoock
M r. Withiers
Mr. Fenton

NOES.

M r. W. D. Ji
Mr. Wilson
Miss Holman
Mr. Angwin

Amendment thus negatived,

The MIlNISTER FOR WORKS:
an amendment-

That the following words be added:
the use on any road of a Vehicle the
of which with the load exceeds a pr
weight.''
The Leader of the Opposition sugge
should take power to prohibit the
roads of any of these heavy vehicle
cently we had a-n application for a
For an oil-carrying vehicle wvhich w
load will weigh 161/ tons. No hr
road in the country will carry it. 91
the Main Roads Board 12 months'
might be given to the owners of thes
vehicles that after a certain date the
over a certain weight will not he I
The highways can then be allowedt
loads up to a certain weight, and
ways loads of a lesser weight. It
pay the Government to compens:
owners of heavy vehicles to keep t
the roads.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
have been destroyed by vehicles that
heavy to carry them. The best thin
be to take over the heaivy vehicles ni
compensate the owners. If they ar
permitted to use the roads for ano
months, much more damage will b
I question whether the amendment g
Mini~ster full power to cover the si
I would like to see him with the
say that heavy' vehicles shouild not rut
over certain sections of a -road, and
trol the situation for a period of 12
All who use the roads should not hb
venienced in order th'jt two or three
may run heavy traffic. Oaur railw
desir-ned to ca rry these goods. Tb
should not be expected to do the wonl
railwayvs. A farmer pnv,; A land t:
a licence fee for hi ; vehicle to travel

road. Hie has to maintain the road for others
awho merely pay a license fee. Farmers who
n send heavy traffic to Perth by road are mak-

ing a rod for their own backs. The Minister
ibrough at present has not all the powers he needs.

He especially requires three additional
powers: to close portion of a road against

(2'elger.) heavy traffic, to purchase motor vehicles now
in use that are beyooid the weight which our
roads will carry, and to differentiate be-
tween horse-drawn vehicles and motor-driven

,bnsou vehicles.
Mr. COlIBOY: I -wish to emphasise the

point made by the Opposition Leader that
the 'Minister should have power to permit
the use of motor vehicles over certain see-

I move tions only of roads. In many' cases a town,
site is alongside the railway, while the main

-and road is half a mile or a mile away. The
weight road connecting, the main road with the

escribed townsite might be regadda omn

section by itself, although only half a mile
sted we or a mile long: 'and the Minister oughit to
use on have control of that section.
~S. Re-
license Amendment put and passed.
ith the Progress reported.
idge or
rhrough House adjourned at 10.4f p.m.

notice
e heavy
vehicles
icensed. __________

;o carry
the by-
twould

ate the
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are too
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*e to be
ther 12
e done.
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to con-
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cincon-
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Blls! Soldier Land Ssttlement, 3B .............. 1014

Porests Act Amendment, SR........... 4l
Jetties, 2Ra......................... 5i
Guardiaship or Infate Act Amendment, Is. 1018
Married womes's Protection Act Amendment, 15. 1018
Coal Mines Regulation Act Amendment, 2R5. 1018
Navigation Act Amendment, 21a . . 1023

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.. and read prayers.

BILLS (2-THIRD READING.
1, Soldier Land Settlement.

2. Forests Act Amendment.
Passed.
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